The pathology of sciatica, which has hitherto remained obscure, has recently been illuminated by the observations of Professor Putti and others, a summary of which was placed before the profession by the eminent Italian orthopaedist in his Lady Jones lecture of 1927.
As a result, not only has the pathogenesis of the condition been placed upon a more orderly basis, but an avenue has been opened up for its rapid and successful attack, as opposed to the symptomatic treatment hitherto employed, which can be described neither as rapid, nor as particularly successful.
Putti (Fig. 3) . These changes are especially marked and frequent in the lumibo-sacral articulations (Fig. 4 ).
It will be seen that any such anomalies of " tropism " will tend to constrict the intervertebral foramen and, possibly, to compress its contents, and where these changes are associated, as is not infrequently the case, with sacralization of the 5th lumbar transverse process, constriction of the foramen will be still more marked. the exception of those between the 5th lumbar vertebra and the sacrum, which are usually disposed in the coronal plane (Fig. 2) . [Oct., 1929. 
